[Quality of life after surgical treatment of osteitis].
Although many studies have measured the functional outcome after surgical treatment of osteomyelitis, there have been few published attempts to evaluate the long-term quality of life. We therefore undertook this study to assess the quality of life in a large patient population after operative treatment for this condition. All patients who underwent operative treatment for osteomyelitis from 1993 until 1997 at our institution were included in the study. The patients were assessed with a questionnaire which contained the SF-36 (German version) and questions about the activity and history of the illness. The result was compared to the data set from a standard population. Of the 502 patients, 345 (69%) returned questionnaires for evaluation. The infection was inactive in 301 (88%). Compared to a standard population, the investigated patients showed a significant reduction in their overall psychological well being and physical functional capacities. Surgical treatment was able to inactivate the infection in 88% of the patients. Because of persistent deficits, the psychological well being and physical functional capacities are reduced compared to a standard population.